
 

Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middletown, RI 
February 9-12, 2026 

Monday, February 9, 2026 

8:30AM-4:00PM​ Rhode Island Ecosystem Tour 

​ ​ ​ Leave from Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middletown, RI 

4:30PM-6:30PM​ Opening Event and Networking Reception  

​ ​ ​ Passed Hor ‘d’oeuvres & Cash Bar 

  

 



 
Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middletown, RI 

Tuesday, February 10 

8:00AM-8:30AM            Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30AM-9:30AM            Opening Remarks 

Introduction:                   Dr. Toby Stapleton, Director, Blue Venture Forum, Inc. 
Board Welcome:           Nate Walton, founder and principal, Sachem Strategies and Chair, 

Board, Blue Venture Forum, Inc. 
Welcome:                         Honorable Daniel J. McKee, Governor of Rhode Island 
Opening Remarks:        Honorable Bernadette Jordan, Consul General of Canada in Boston 
 

9:30AM-10:15AM​ Keynote: Ben Van Mooy, Vice President for Science & Engineering, 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) 

10:15AM-10:45AM​ Break 

10:45AM-12:00PM​ Panel Discussion: Unlocking the Ocean’s Secrets: The Future of 
Oceanographic Data  

12:00PM-1:00PM​ Lunch 

1:00PM-1:45PM​ Flashtalks-Global BlueTech Innovators and Entrepreneurs 

1:45PM-2:45PM​ Panel Discussion: Military Drivers of Innovation in Defense Tech 

2:45PM-3:15PM​ Break 

3:15PM-4:00PM​ Special Presentation: Ocean Tech Challenge (OTC) Accelerator Flashtalk 
Presentations  

4:00PM-5:00PM​ Blue Venture Forum Special Presentation and Annual Rising Tide Award 
Ceremony 

Join us as we recognize individuals and organizations for their continued support of, and 
leadership within, the blue economy. 

5:00PM-6:30PM​ Opening Reception 

​ Passed Hor ‘d’oeuvres & Open Bar 

Thank you to our sponsors 



 
Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middletown, RI 

Wednesday, February 11 

8:00AM-8:30AM​ Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30AM-9:15AM​ Opening Remarks 

9:15AM-10:00AM​ Keynote 

10:00AM-10:45AM​ Panel Discussion: Blue Economy Investing Today, Panel Discussion 

10:45AM-11:15AM​ Networking Break 

11:15AM-12:00PM​ Panel Discussion: Turning data into intelligence and insight for critical 
decision making 

12:00PM-1:00PM​ Economic Update Luncheon, Growing our Ocean Economy: A Fireside 
Chat with Stefan Pryor, Secretary of Commerce, State of Rhode Island 

Brought to you by the Blue Venture Forum and the Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce 

1:00PM-2:00PM​ Panel: Regional Collaboration in the Blue Economy 

2:00PM-2:45PM ​ Networking Break  

2:45PM-3:30PM ​ Flashtalks-Global Bluetech Innovators and Entrepreneurs 

3:30PM-4:45PM​ Panel Discussion: Autonomy to 2030: Safely Deploying Surface and 
Undersea Vessels at Scale 

4:45PM-5:00PM​ Closing Remarks 

5:00PM-6:30PM​ Closing Reception 

​ Passed Hor ‘d’oeuvres & Cash Bar 

 



Thursday, February 12 

9:30AM-3:00PM​ Matchmaking Meetings 

 


