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Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middletown, Rl
February 9-12, 2026

Monday, February 9, 2026

8:00AM-4:00PM

12:00PM-4:00PM
4:30PM-6:30PM

Rhode Island Ecosystem Tour
Register Here

Leave from Wyndham Newport Hotel
240 Aquidneck Avenue, Middletown, Rl
Exhibitor Setup

Opening Event, Networking Reception and Blue Venture Forum Annual

Meeting

Special Guest: Dr. Ben Van Mooy, Deputy Director and Vice President for
Science and Engineering, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)

Join the Blue Venture Forum’s board of directors as we make a special

announcement about our 2026/27 programming year.
Wyndham Newport Hotel
240 Aquidneck Avenue, Middletown, RI

Passed Hor ‘d’'oeuvres & Cash Bar


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1981419902266?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://blueventureforum.org/
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Wyndham Newport Hotel
240 Aquidneck Avenue, Middletown, RI

February 9-12, 2026
Tuesday, February 10
8:00AM-8:30AM Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30AM-9:30AM Opening Remarks

Dr. Toby Stapleton, Director, Blue Venture Forum, Inc.

Nate Walton, Founder & Principal, Sachem Strategies and BVF Board
Chair

Molly Magee, CEO, Undersea Technology Innovation Consortium (UTIC)

Welcome:

e Honorable Daniel J. McKee, Governor of Rhode Island
e Honorable Bernadette Jordan, Consul General of Canada in Boston

9:30AM-10:00AM Keynote: Ben Van Mooy, Deputy Director and Vice President of Science &
Engineering, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)

10:00AM-10:45AM  Panel Discussion: Unlocking the Ocean’s Secrets: The Future of
Oceanographic Data

Moderator: Leslie-Ann McGee, Chief Innovation Officer, Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution (WHOI)

Panelists:

Mark Hager, CEO, New England Marine Monitoring

Joshua Humberson, PhD, Founder and CEO, Coastal Measures

Ravi Pappu, CEO, Apeiron Labs

Adam Shepard, Technical Director, Co-PI of Biological and Chemical Oceanography
Data Management Office, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)

10:45AM-11:15PM  Break

11:15AM-12:00PM  Autonomy at Sea: The Future of Marine Robotics in Defense, Science,
and Industry



Moderator: Dan Shropshire, Vice President Business Development and Program
Execution, Teledyne Marine Vehicles

Panelists:

Jeremy Shattuck, CTO, Huntington Ingalls Industries (HIl) Uncrewed Systems
James Buescher, General Manager, Anduril Maritime

Abigail Fabian, Strategic Technology Partnerships and Transitions Lead, Raytheon
Daryl Slocum, Founder & CEO, Poseidon’s Forge

12:00PM-1:00PM Lunch

1:00PM-1:35PM Flashtalks-Global BlueTech Innovators and Entrepreneurs

Open Ocean Robotics

Open Waters Solar

Newport Mussels

James R Moden Fuel Incorporated
Axiotrop

Verdantas

1:35PM-2:30PM Panel Discussion: Military Drivers of Innovation in Defense Tech

Moderator: Gloria Berlanga, Associate Vice President Business Development,
Defense Sector, Rhode Island Commerce Corp.

Panelists:

e Commander David Branighan, Staff Officer Submarines, British Defense Staff, Royal
Navy

e Dr. Jason Gomez, Chief Technology Officer, Naval Undersea Warfare Center, Division
Newport
Richard Lewis, APEX Accelerator State Director, Rhode Island Commerce Corp.
Hunter Stires, Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Navy League’s Center for Maritime Strategy

2:45PM-3:15PM Break

3:15PM-4:00PM Multi-Domain Communications, Challenges and Opportunities with
open-source systems

This panel explores how open-source systems enable integration, interoperability, and resilience
across complex multi-domain environments. Experts will discuss best practices, security
considerations, and real-world use cases spanning cloud, edge, and on-premise domains,
highlighting how open source accelerates innovation while supporting mission-critical
operations.

Moderator: Hanumhat Singh, Director, Institute for Experiential Robotics,
Northeastern University

Panelists:

e Matt Ferro, VP, Software Engineering, Jaia Robotics



Peter Girard, Senior Software Engineer, Poseidon’s Forge
Isaac Vando, Robotics Software Engineer, Deep Submergence Laboratory, Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution (WHOI)

e Scott Sideleau, Chief Architect, Undersea Warfare (USW) Combat Systems Dept, Naval
Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division Newport

4:00PM-4:30PM Fireside Chat with Jeremy Parker, Head of Aerospace, Defense &
Government Services, Macquarie Capital

Facilitator: Nate Walton, Founder and Principal, Sachem Strategies

4:30PM-5:30PM Special Presentation: Ocean Tech Challenge (OTC) Accelerator Flashtalk
Presentations & Rising Tide Awards

Ocean Tech Challenge (OTC) Accelerator Program Flashtalk
presentations:

Extreme Sonar

Orpheus Ocean

New England Marine Monitoring
URIPEL

Shred Electric

Poseidon’s Forge

Ocean State Sensing
Bluesonde

Robysys

Titanium Technology

Annual Rising Tide Award Ceremony

Lifetime Achievement Award: Karl Kenny (posthumously), Kraken
Robotics

Presented by: Blue Venture Forum (BVF) board
Emerging Industry Leader: Nelson Mills, VATN Systems

Presented by: Jim Hanlon, BVF board member
Industry Advocate: Carolyn Kirk, Mass Tech Collaborative

Presented by Nate Walton, Founder and Principal, Sachem
Strategies, and BVF board member

Bluetech Supporter: Jen Downing, New Bedford Ocean Cluster



5:30PM-6:30PM

Presented by: Hope Hopkins, Executive Director, New England
Venture Capital Association, and BVF board member

Join us as we recognize individuals and organizations for their continued
support of, and leadership within, the blue economy.

Opening Reception
Open Bar & Passed Hor ‘d’'oeuvres

Thank you to our sponsors
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Wyndham Newport Hotel, Middietown, RI

February 9-12, 2026
Draft

Wednesday, February 11

8:30AM-9:00AM
9:00AM-9:45AM
Facilitator:

9:45AM-10:30AM

Moderator:

Panelists:

Registration and Continental Breakfast
Fireside Chat
Susan Daly

Panel Discussion: From Mission Need to Market Reality: Building
Venture-Backable Companies in Maritime Defense Tech

Hope Hopkins, Executive Director, New England Venture Capital
Association

Dhimiter Cobani, Associate, Fedtech

Jon Chait, Managing Partner, Investments, iqt

Scott Robertson, Managing Partner, Dauntless Ventures

John Griffin, Advisor and former Defense Innovation Unit (DIU) Government

Engagement Lead and Strategic Advisor to the Autonomy Portfolio

10:30AM-10:45AM
10:45AM-11:15AM

Networking Break
Flashtalks-Global Bluetech Innovators and Entrepreneurs

e D-2lInc.
e Aloft Systems



Jaia Robotics
Dolgo

NCC

Hawboldt Industries
LeVanta Tech
Dolphin Labs

11:15AM-12:00PM  Panel Discussion: Turning data into intelligence and insight for critical
decision making

Moderator: Lee Silvestre, Principal, Venture Frontiers and Associate Advisor, Spirit
Advisory

Panelists:

e Dr. Joy Lapseritis, Deputy CTO Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) HQ and Head,
Ocean & Physical Sciences NUWC Division Newport
Nick Rotker, Chief BlueTech Strategist, MITRE
Dennis Williams, Co-founder and BD Lead, Lunar Station
Joseph Wheeler, CEO and Co-founder, Bluemvmt

12:00PM-1:00PM Annual Economic Update Luncheon, Growing our Ocean Economy: A
Fireside Chat with Stefan Pryor, Secretary of Commerce, State of Rhode
Island

Erin Donovan Boyle, President & CEO will provide the welcome on behalf of the Greater
Newport County Chamber of Commerce

Brought to you by the Blue Venture Forum and the Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce
1:00PM-1:45PM Panel: Regional Collaboration in the Blue Economy

Moderator: Ashley Medeiros, Ocean Tech Hub Director, Rhode Island Commerce
Corporation

Panelists:

e Jen Downing, Executive Director, New Bedford Ocean Cluster
e Sam Watters, Senior Program Manager, Offshore Wind, Mass Clean Energy Center
e Mark Parsons, Executive Director and Founder, New Bedford Research & Robotics

1:45PM-2:15PM Networking Break

2:15PM-3:30PM Panel Discussion: Autonomy to 2030: Safely Deploying Surface and
Undersea Vessels at Scale

Moderator: Todd Amaral, Associate, Adler Pollock & Sheehan

e Julie Angus, Founder and CEO, Open Ocean Robotics
e Nelson Mills, CEO, VATN Systems
e Chris Glander, President, ThayerMahan Offshore



3:30PM-4:00PM Panel Discussion: From Demonstration to Workforce: How Ocean
Technology is Shaping Talent Demand

Moderator: Linda Larsen, Polaris Tech Bridge, Manager, Maritime and Industry
Engagement

Panelists:

e Lindsey Brickel, Polaris MEP, Director, Workforce & Community Partnerships
e Matt Morin, Co- Founder, Robobouy
e Mark Parsons, Executive Director and Founder, New Bedford Research & Robotics

4:00PM-4:30PM Closing Remarks
4:30PM-6:00PM Closing Reception

Cash Bar & Passed Hor ‘d’'oeuvres



Thursday, February 12

9:30AM-3:00PM New Bedford Ecosystem Tour, organized by the New Bedford Ocean
Cluster and OTC Matchmaking Meetings



